Metropolitan Areas Ranked by Over-the-Year Percentage Change in

Nonfarm Employment, Top 100 and Arizona Metro Areas
(employment in thousands, not seasonally adjusted)

February  February Qver-the-Year Change
Rank Metro Area State 2014 2015(p) Amount Percentage(a)
1 Midland Texas 91.0 99.0 8.0 8.8%
2 Ocean City New Jersey 32.4 35.2 2.8 8.6%
3 Lake Charles Louisiana 93.7 101.7 8.0 8.5%
4 Odessa Texas 75.9 81.9 6.0 7.9%
5) Greeley Colorado 94.1 101.4 7.3 7.8%
6 Bend-Redmond Oregon 65.6 70.1 45 6.9%
7 Provo-Orem Utah 207.3 220.3 13.0 6.3%
8 Gainesville Georgia 77.7 82.2 45 5.8%
9 Longview Washington 36.8 38.9 2.1 5.7%
10 Beaumont-Port Arthur Texas 160.7 169.8 9.1 5.7%
11 Myrtle Beach-Conway-North Myrtle Beach South Carolina 138.8 146.6 7.8 5.6%
12 Farmington New Mexico 50.0 52.8 2.8 5.6%
13 Dalton Georgia 64.4 68.0 3.6 5.6%
14 Wenatchee Washington 38.2 40.3 2.1 5.5%
15 Coeur d'Alene Idaho 54.8 57.8 3.0 5.5%
16 San Jose-Sunnyvale-Santa Clara California 983.8 1037.2 53.4 5.4%
17 Tuscaloosa Alabama 99.2 104.3 5.1 5.1%
18 Prescott Arizona 58.4 61.4 3.0 5.1%
19 Janesville-Beloit Wisconsin 62.6 65.8 3.2 5.1%
20 Naples-Immokalee-Marco Island Florida 131.3 137.9 6.6 5.0%
21 Jonesboro Arkansas 51.9 54.5 2.6 5.0%
22 Savannah Georgia 159.9 167.7 7.8 4.9%
23 Bellingham Washington 84.2 88.3 4.1 4.9%
24 Merced California 60.7 63.6 29 4.8%
25 Grants Pass Oregon 23.2 24.3 1.1 4.7%
26 Charlottesville Virginia 106.6 111.6 5.0 4.7%
27 Fresno California 306.8 321.1 14.3 4.7%
28 Athens-Clarke County Georgia 88.5 92.6 4.1 4.6%
29 Louisville/Jefferson County Kentucky 607.8 635.7 27.9 4.6%
30 Victoria Texas 43.6 45.6 2.0 4.6%
31 Atlanta-Sandy Springs-Roswell Georgia 2430.1 2541.0 110.9 4.6%
32 Cape Coral-Fort Myers Florida 231.1 241.6 10.5 4.5%
33 Brunswick Georgia 39.7 41.5 1.8 4.5%
34 Burlington North Carolina 57.9 60.5 2.6 4.5%
35 Winchester Virginia 57.9 60.5 2.6 4.5%
36 Riverside-San Bernardino-Ontario California 1264.2 1320.8 56.6 4.5%
37 Ogden-Clearfield Utah 224.6 234.6 10.0 4.5%
38 Fargo North Dakota 132.7 138.6 5.9 4.4%
39 Port St. Lucie Florida 129.7 135.4 5.7 4.4%
40 Corvallis Oregon 38.7 40.4 1.7 4.4%
41 Longview Texas 100.6 105.0 4.4 4.4%
42 Ocala Florida 93.9 98.0 4.1 4.4%
43 Asheville North Carolina 171.9 179.4 7.5 4.4%
44 Hilton Head Island-Bluffton-Beaufort South Carolina 69.0 72.0 3.0 4.3%
45 Fond du Lac Wisconsin 46.0 48.0 2.0 4.3%
46 Denver-Aurora-Lakewood Colorado 1305.1 1361.3 56.2 4.3%
47 Ames lowa 51.4 53.6 2.2 4.3%
48 Orlando-Kissimmee-Sanford Florida 1091.7 1137.9 46.2 4.2%
49 Raleigh North Carolina 543.2 566.0 22.8 4.2%
50 Hinesville Georgia 19.3 20.1 0.8 4.1%
51 Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington Texas 3199.8 3332.2 132.4 4.1%
52 Wilmington North Carolina 111.4 116.0 4.6 4.1%
53 Olympia-Tumwater Washington 104.5 108.8 4.3 4.1%
54 Charlotte-Concord-Gastonia North Carolina 1038.3 1080.8 425 4.1%
55 Elkhart-Goshen Indiana 120.0 124.9 4.9 4.1%
56 Salinas California 127.7 132.9 5.2 4.1%



57 Columbus Indiana 49.2 51.2 2.0 4.1%
58 Medford Oregon 77.2 80.3 3.1 4.0%
59 Barnstable Town Massachusetts 90.5 94.1 3.6 4.0%
60 The Villages Florida 25.2 26.2 1.0 4.0%
61 Pueblo Colorado 58.1 60.4 2.3 4.0%
62 Cheyenne Wyoming 455 47.3 1.8 4.0%
63 North Port-Sarasota-Bradenton Florida 266.4 276.9 10.5 3.9%
64 Fayetteville-Springdale-Rogers Arkansas 219.1 227.7 8.6 3.9%
65 Manhattan Kansas 42.9 445 1.6 3.7%
66 Miami-Fort Lauderdale-West Palm Beach Florida 2401.5 2490.8 89.3 3.7%
67 San Antonio-New Braunfels Texas 928.5 963.0 34.5 3.7%
68 Charleston-North Charleston South Carolina 313.7 325.1 11.4 3.6%
69 Bowling Green Kentucky 69.7 72.2 2.5 3.6%
70 San Francisco-Oakland-Hayward California 2141.2 2217.2 76.0 3.5%
71 Spartanburg South Carolina 135.3 140.1 4.8 3.5%
72 Bismarck North Dakota 70.5 73.0 2.5 3.5%
73 Santa Maria-Santa Barbara California 174.9 181.1 6.2 3.5%
74 Danville Illinois 28.4 29.4 1.0 3.5%
75 Lexington-Fayette Kentucky 255.7 264.7 9.0 3.5%
76 Laredo Texas 96.6 100.0 34 3.5%
77 Tallahassee Florida 171.3 177.3 6.0 3.5%
78 Albany Oregon 40.0 41.4 14 3.5%
79 Appleton Wisconsin 117.2 121.3 4.1 3.5%
80 Pensacola-Ferry Pass-Brent Florida 160.7 166.3 5.6 3.5%
81 Greensboro-High Point North Carolina 3425 354.4 11.9 3.5%
82 Vallejo-Fairfield California 125.2 129.5 4.3 3.4%
83 Idaho Falls Idaho 58.4 60.4 2.0 3.4%
84 Daphne-Fairhope-Foley Alabama 64.5 66.7 2.2 3.4%
85 Houston-The Woodlands-Sugar Land Texas 2869.7 2966.4 96.7 3.4%
86 Evansville Indiana 151.7 156.8 51 3.4%
87 Yakima Washington 77.4 80.0 2.6 3.4%
88 Battle Creek Michigan 56.6 58.5 1.9 3.4%
89 Gainesville Florida 131.1 135.5 4.4 3.4%
90 Wausau Wisconsin 68.8 71.1 2.3 3.3%
91 Phoenix-Mesa-Scottsdale Arizona 1842.2 1903.6 61.4 3.3%
92 Augusta-Richmond County Georgia 220.6 227.9 7.3 3.3%
93 Reno Nevada 196.6 203.1 6.5 3.3%
94 New Bern North Carolina 42.4 43.8 1.4 3.3%
95 Hanford-Corcoran California 36.4 37.6 1.2 3.3%
96 Napa California 66.8 69.0 2.2 3.3%
97 Greenville-Anderson-Mauldin South Carolina 380.3 392.8 12.5 3.3%
98 Lakeland-Winter Haven Florida 201.1 207.7 6.6 3.3%
99 Kansas City Missouri 992.1 1024.6 325 3.3%
100 Gettysburg Pennsylvania 33.7 34.8 1.1 3.3%
120 Flagstaff Arizona 62.5 64.4 1.9 3.0%
201 Lake Havasu City-Kingman Arizona 45.9 46.9 1.0 2.2%
294 Tucson Arizona 367.1 371.6 4.5 1.2%
297 Sierra Vista-Douglas Arizona 34.3 34.7 0.4 1.2%
361 Yuma Arizona 53.1 53.0 -0.1 -0.2%
NOTES:

(1) Ranking based on employment data for 387 US metropolitan statistical areas (MSAS) .
(p) Preliminary, subject to revisions
(a) Over-the-year percentage change is published at the nearest tenth of a percentage point.

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics (http://wwwi/bls.gov/news.release/metro.t03htm)

Prepared By: Arizona Office of Employment and Population Statistics

Red font indicates negative over-the-year change.

Arizona in bold font.



